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BLACK, LATINO, AND ASIAN CAUCUS SPEAKS OUT 

AGAINST RACIST ATTACKS ON COUNCIL MEMBER 
 

 

New York, NY – The Black, Latino, and Asian Caucus is outraged at the hateful, racist responses to 

the silent, peaceful protest by Caucus Member Jumaane D. Williams, and stands by Council Member 

Williams and any other Members of the New York City Council who choose to participate in 

national protests against violence. 

As one of the most diverse cities in the world, New York City is home to millions of people 

with unique perspectives and backgrounds. In our city, the public discourse happens in City Hall and 

on city streets, in dozens of languages by millions of people—disagreement is inevitable. However, 

no matter how passionate we are about the issues, we must never let substantive disagreements 

devolve into crass personal attacks. Doing so is an infantile disrespect of self, and cheapens the very 

nature of open dialogue. 

We are in the midst of a major shift in American thinking, where conventional notions of 

patriotism are being challenged by Americans of all ages, ethnicities, and national origins. We are 

being forced to examine just how sincere we are when we claim to respect and value freedom of 

expression and dissent. After all, dissent was what caused the forming of the country, the abolition 

of slavery, the passage of women’s suffrage, and many more pivotal changes that were necessary to 

shaping the American sociopolitical framework that we now take for granted. 

Every Member of this Caucus—which represents half of the City Council—holds public 

office because at some point in the history of our city, brave individuals defied a racially 

discriminatory system and demanded more representation of communities of color. Therefore, we 

wholeheartedly rebuke any attempts to sidestep peaceful discourse and protest through the use of 

racist personal attacks. 
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